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A note to visitors — please read
We are delighted to have you with us this morning to
receive the Lord’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. Please stay for a cup of tea or coffee after the
service.
Please also record your visit in the visitors’ book at
the back. If you would like a phone call or a pastoral
visit, speak to the pastor or leave a note in the visitors’
book.

The Offering
At this time, members of this church are privileged to
give to the Lord for the work of His church in this community and throughout the world. Visitors should not
feel obliged in any way to contribute to the offering
plate.
Children in the Service
It is a delight and a privilege to have children in the
service. Children as much as adults are members of
God’s family and Jesus welcomes little children to
Him.
There is a Sunday School for children during the
sermon. The children leave at the beginning of the
sermon and return to church after the prayers.
Please don’t worry if your child can’t sit still or
quietly throughout the service. Most young children
won’t manage that! There is plenty of space at the
back of the room. If you do need to take a child outside, the smaller room is available for that purpose.
Holy Communion
We believe that in the Lord’s Supper, we eat and
drink the true body and blood of Jesus in and with the
bread and the wine, according to Jesus’ own words.
We also believe that those who participate in Holy
Communion in a particular congregation should be in
agreement in the confession of the faith.
Therefore, we ask that only those who are instructed in the Lutheran Confessions and are under our
pastor’s spiritual care come forward to receive the
Lord’s Supper.
If you are visiting us and wish to receive the Lord’s
Supper, please speak to the pastor before the service. Everyone is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.
Our teaching on this matter is explained in more
detail in the little leaflet, ‘Why Closed Communion?’,
which is available at the back of the church.
Thank you for honouring our beliefs.
A note on the service:
Both the hymns and the order of service are found in
the Lutheran Service Book. The outline of the service
is given in this bulletin. The congregation stands for
the parts of the service printed in italics and sits for
the rest.
The numbers in the bulletin refer to page numbers
in the hymnal, where Psalm 1 is also page one, and
the first hymn is 331, following page 330.
It helps to follow the service if you mark your place
in the liturgy with this bulletin.

Explanation of Symbols:
C
P
A
L
T
❖

Congregation
Pastor (ordained)
Assistant minister (ordained or lay)
Liturgist (ordained or lay)
You may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism.
You may bow at this point as a sign of reverence.

Divine Service IV

LSB 203

337

Hymn: The Night Will Soon Be
Ending
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Confession and Absolution

Catechism
P What does God say about all these commandments?
C He says, “I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the
fourth generation of those who hate me,
but showing steadfast love to thousands
of those who love me and keep my commandments.
P What does this mean?
C God threatens to punish all who break
these commandments. Therefore we
should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises
grace and every blessing to all who keep
these commandments. Therefore, we
should also love and trust in Him and
gladly do what He commands.
Introit (Ps. 25:1–3a, 4–5, 21–22)
A To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.*
O my God, in you I trust; let me not
be | put to shame.
Let not my enemies exult | over me.*
Indeed, none who wait for you shall
be | put to shame.
C Make me to know your ways, | O LORD; *
teach | me your paths.
A Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you
are the God of my sal- | vation;*
for you I wait all the | day long.
C May integrity and uprightness
pre- | serve me,*
for I | wait for you.
A Redeem Israel, | O God,*
out of all his | troubles.
C❖ Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy |Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
A To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.*
O my God, in you I trust; let me not
be | put to shame.
C Let not my enemies exult | over me.*
Indeed, none who wait for you shall
be | put to shame.
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Kyrie

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel

205 Salutation and Collect of the Day
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by
your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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The Readings

The Lord Jesus Comes in Humility to Redeem Us
Te new Church Year begins by focusing on the humble
coming of our Lord. “Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey” (Mat. 21:5). Even as
He was born in a lowly manger, so Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a beast of burden. For He bears the sin of the
world. He is the Son of David riding to His enthronement
on the cross, where He shows Himself to be “Te LORD is
our Righteousness” (Jer. 23:5–6). Our Lord still comes in
great humility to deliver His righteousness to us in the
Word and Sacraments. Before receiving Christ’s body and
blood, we also sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mat. 21:9) And as
we receive the Sacrament, we set our hearts on His return
in glory, for “our salvation is nearer to us now than when
we frst believed” (Rom. 13:11).

Old Testament reading—Jeremiah 23:5–8
5
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the
LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is
the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is
our righteousness.’
7
“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer say,
‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of
Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 8 but ‘As the LORD
lives who brought up and led the offspring of
the house of Israel out of the north country and
out of all the countries where he had driven
them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.”
Gradual (Ps. 25:3-4)
C None who wait for you shall be | put to
shame;*
they shall be ashamed who are
wantonly | treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;*
teach | me your paths.

Epistle Reading—Romans 13:11–14
11
[You] know the time, that the hour has
come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
12
The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So
then let us cast off the works of darkness and
put on the armour of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality,
not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14 But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

Alleluia Verse (Ps. 85:7)

206 Gospel Reading—Matthew 21:1–9
P The T holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and
came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives,
then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them,
“Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with
her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The
Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at
once.” 4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken
by the prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of
Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a
colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.
7
They brought the donkey and the colt and put
on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most
of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that
went before him and that followed him were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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The Apostles’ Creed

332

Hymn: Saviour of the Nations, Come

Sermon

Prayer of the Church
Offering
620

Hymn: Jesus Comes Today with
Healing
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The Service of the Sacrament

Communion Music: Die Liebe zieht
Love approaches his beloved
with gentle and slow steps.
Just as a bride is delighted
when she beholds her bridegroom,
so a heart follows after Jesus.
From Cantata No. 36 by J.S. Bach

343

Hymn: Prepare the Royal Highway

Sunday School Presentation
IN OUR PRAYERS
Members
Ron; Frank
Family of members
Diana (old age); Alex, Sarah & family; Jean (broken
hip)
Friends of members
Ilse Kelly (old age); Mike (unemployed); Trevor
(unemployed); Claire and Phil (health); Helen
Kriewaldt (stroke, breast cancer); Margaret Tustin
(Alzheimer’s); Phil & Karen (distress); Ginny (depression); Rob (depression); Debra (depression);
Brian (depression); Dave (mental illness); Lisa &
family (cancer); Ray, Doreen & family (cancer);
David Webb (cancer); Bob Waters (cancer); Ruth
Simpson (cancer); Ronnie (cancer); Sally (health);
Leanne (health); Beth (health); Julia (distress); Gina
& family; Bim (broken hip); family of †Mollie
ELCE
St. Columba Lutheran Church, Pr. Samiec; Congregational Life Committee; Pr. McNally (cancer);
Pr. Fry (health); Quirk family
The Church of God
Lutherans in Africa, Pr. James May; Hill Park
Baptist Church

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF CONCORD
THE APOLOGY OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
ARTICLE IV: JUSTIFICATION

In order that the subject might be made quite
clear, we have shown well enough so far, both
from testimonies of Scripture and arguments derived from Scripture, that we receive forgiveness
of sins for Christ’s sake through faith alone. We
have shown that through faith alone we are justifed, that is, unrighteous people are made righteous, or regenerated. How necessary the knowledge of this faith is can be easily judged. Because Christ’s ofce is recognized in this alone,
we receive Christ’s benefts by this alone. Only
this teaching brings sure and frm consolation to
pious minds. In the Church there must be the
teaching by which the pious may receive the
sure hope of salvation. For the adversaries give
people bad advice when they tell them to doubt
whether they receive forgiveness of sins. How
will such persons sustain themselves in death
who have heard nothing of this faith and think
that they ought to doubt whether they receive
forgiveness of sins? Besides, it is necessary that
the Gospel be kept in Christ’s Church, namely,
the promise that sins are freely forgiven for
Christ’s sake. Tose who teach nothing of this
faith we speak about, completely abolish the
Gospel. But the Scholastics mention not even a
word about this faith. Our adversaries follow
them and reject this faith. Nor do they see that
by rejecting this faith they abolish the entire
promise about the free forgiveness of sins and
the righteousness of Christ.
Paragraph 117–121
Condensed quotation from CONCORDIA: THE LUTHERAN
CONFESSIONS, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Wednesday 4th December 2013,
2.30 to 4.30 p.m.
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Harlow
Afternoon Tea to celebrate the visit to Redeemer Church by Pastor Val Hennig, wife
Frieda, daughters Jane and Catherine, from their
home in Ontario, Canada. Pastor Hennig was the
first Pastor at Harlow in 1968.
Everyone will be most welcome.
There will also be an Advent Service from 1.15
to 2.15p.m.
Please let Jan know if you hear of anyone intending to visit – Jan 01279 491522.
Kind regards from Gloria Heywood

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Daily Services at St. Francis, Funtley
Tue
8.45 am Matins
Wed
7 pm
Advent Vespers
Thu
8.45am Matins
Fri
8.45am Matins
The Week Ahead
Today 3pm
Finnish Carol Service (SS.
Peter & Paul)
6pm
Youth Club
Wed
10.30am Bible Study (Parsonage).
12.45pm Pastor’s Surgery (The Hub)
7pm
Advent Vespers (St. Francis)
Sun
10.30am Divine Service (Scout Hall)
4.30pm Divine Service (Brighton)
Further ahead
10 Dec 3.15pm Drama Club
11 Dec 10.30am Bible Study (Parsonage).
12.45pm Pastor’s Surgery (The Hub)
2pm
Devotion at Kiln Lodge &
Hunters Lodge
15 Dec 10.30am Divine Service (Scout Hall)
12.30pm Advent Drinks (Parsonage)
6pm
Youth Club

Next Sunday’s Readings:

Malachi 4:1–6; Romans 15:4–13; Luke 21:25–36
Daily Readings:
Sun: Isaiah 7:10–8:8 1 Peter 3:1–22 Large Catechism Short Preface: 14–28
Mon: Is 8:9–9:7 1 Pet 4:1–19 LC I: 1–12
Tue: Is 9:8–10:11 1 Pet 5:1–14 LC I: 13–23
Wed: Is 10:12–27a, 33–34 2 Pet 1:1–21 LC I: 24–29
Thu: Is 11:1–12:6 2 Pet 2:1–22 LC I: 30–40
Fri: Is 14:1–23 2 Pet 3:1–18 LC I: 41–48
Sat: Is 24:1–13 1 John 1:1–2:14 LC I: 49–58
Sun: Is 24:14–25:12 1 John 2:15–29 LC I: 59–68

Date
Today
4 Dec
8 Dec
11 Dec
15 Dec
18 Dec

Advent & Christmas Services
Time
Service
3 pm
Finnish Carols (SS Peter & Paul)
7 pm
Advent Vespers (St. Francis)
10:30 am Divine Service—Advent 2
7 pm
Advent Vespers (St. Francis)
10:30 am Divine Service—Advent 3
2 pm
Christmas Carols at Willow Tree
Lodge & Merry Hall
7 pm

22 Dec 10 am

Advent Vespers (St. Francis)
Divine Service—Advent 4

11:15 am Children’s Carol Service
23 Dec 2 pm
Christmas Carols at Kiln Lodge &
Hunters Lodge
24 Dec 11 pm
Midnight Mass
25 Dec 10 am
Divine Service—Christmas Day

